[Interaction of cefotaxime and normal human serum in the bacteriocidal process against strains of Escherichia coli producing surface K1 antigen].
A comparison was made regarding susceptibility of strains of E. coli to bactericidal activity of normal human serum. It was found that when among strains with K1 antigen over 40% were resistant to normal human serum, strains without this antigen were resistant in only 15%. Sub-doses of cefotaxime (1/2 and 1/3 MIC) together with normal human serum strong bactericidal action against strains of K1-possessing E. coli resistant to serum. Sub-doses of cefotaxime cause occurrence of elongated form of bacteria, starting one hour after addition of the antibiotic. Elongated forms of bacteria are not loosing antigen K1 and this suggest that it probably does not exert a role in protection of bacteria against synergistic action of both studied factors.